Final Instructions for a Healthy and Effective Church
1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

Topics
Advice, God’s Will, Leadership, Prophecy, Quarrels, Respect,
Revenge, Thankfulness

Open It Questions
1.  What instructions would you give to someone taking care
of your home while you were away on a long vacation?

2. Ifyou could ask God any three questions about how to live
your life, what would you ask?

Explore It Questions
3. How does God want us to regard church elders? (5:12-13)

4. How does God want us to treat each other? (5:13-15)
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5. What attitudes represent God’s will for us? (5:16-18)

6. How should we pray? (5:17)

7. When should we give thanks? (5:18)

8.  What is God’s will for us? (5:16-18)

9. How should we show respect for the Holy Spirit’s presence
in us? (5:19-22)

10. What does God want to happen inside us? (5:23)
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11. For what reason can we depend on God? (5:24)

12. What kind of affection did Paul have for the Thessalonian
Christians? (5:26)

13. Who was to hear the contents of this letter? (5:27)

Get It Questions
14. How can you show respect for the elders of your church?

15. What can we do to live in peace with everyone in the
church?
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16. How can the peace among people in the church be
damaged?

17. What situations tend to test your patience?

18. What does it mean to pray continually?

19. What happens when you pay back evil to a person who has
done wrong to you?

20. Why should we give thanks in all circumstances?

21. What value is there in giving thanks in all circumstances?
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22. How can you remain joyful when things go badly?
23. How does prayer relate to a person’s joy?

24. How could a person put out the Spirit’s fire?

25. How can we tell if God is actually at work in us?
26. How can we help or hinder God’s work within us?
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Apply It Questions
27. Which of Paul’s short, direct commands in this passage do
you most need to remember this week?

28. With whom do you need to make peace? How can you
start?

Adult Questions for LESSONMaker.
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OPEN IT QUESTIONS

1. What instructions would

you give to someone taking
care of your home while
you were away on a long
vacation?
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OPEN IT QUESTIONS

If you could ask God
any three questions
about how to live
your life, what would
you ask?
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INTRODUCTION

Paul wanted to leave some final instructions
to all the believers so that they could
continue to build up one another (5:11). This
section focuses on three parts of life 1n a

local ¢

to wor

hurch and how the relationships ought
<—1from the pastors and leadership,

throug!

h the fellowship and responsibilities

of the believers, and finally to how they
ought to worship. The 1nstructions are as
vital to churches today as they were 1n the
first century.
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SCRIPTURE

12 Dear brothers and sisters, honor those
who are your leaders in the Lord’s work.
They work hard among you and give you
spiritual guidance.

13 Show them great respect and
wholehearted love because of their work.
And live peacefully with each other.

14 Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn
those who are lazy. Encourage those who
are timid. Take tender care of those who are
weak. Be patient with everyone.
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SCRIP

TURE

15 See that no one pays back evil for evil, but
always try to do good to each other and to all

people.
16 Always be joyful.
17 Never stop praying.

18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you who belong to Christ

Jesus.

19 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit.

20 Do not scoff at prop!

necies,

21 but test everything tl
what 1s good.

hat 1s said. Hold on to

2 Stay away from every kind of evil.
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SCRIPTURE

23 Now may the God of peace make you holy in
every way and may your whole spirit and soul and
body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ
comes again.

24 God will make this happen, for he who calls you
1s faithful.

25 Dear brothers and sisters, pray for us.

26 Greet all the brothers and sisters with a sacred
kiss.

27] command you in the name of the Lord to read
this letter to all the brothers and sisters.

28 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
yOu.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

3. How does God want us to regard
church elders? (5:12-13)

2 Dear brothers and sisters, honor
those who are your leaders in the
Lord’s work. They work hard among
you and give you spiritual
guidance.

s Show them great respect and
wholehearted love because of their
work. And live peacefully with each
other.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

4, How does God want us to treat each
other? (5:13-15)

I3 Show them great respect and
wholehearted love because of their work.
And live peacefully with each other.

1 Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn
those who are lazy. Encourage those who
are timid. 1ake tender care of those who are
weak. Be patient with everyone.

15 See that no one pays back evil for evil,
but always try to do good to each other and
to all people.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

S. What attitudes represent God’s will
for us? (5:16-18)

16 Always be joyful.

17 Never stop praying.

18 Be thankful in all
circumstances, for this is God's
will for you who belong to
Christ Jesus.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

6. How should we pray? (5:17)
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

7. When should we give thanks?
(5:18)

18 Be thankful in all circumstances,
for this is God s will for you who
belong to Christ Jesus.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A18

“Paul’s Final
Instructions for
a Healthy and

Effective
Church”

(1Thessalonians
5:12-28)

EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

8. What is God’s will for us?
(5:16-18)

16 Always be joyful.

17 Never stop praying.

18 Be thankful in all
circumstances, for this is God's
will for you who belong to
Christ Jesus.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

9. How should we show respect for the
Holy Spirit’s presence in us? (5:19-22)

9 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit.
20 Do not scoff at prophecies,

I but test everything that is
said. Hold on to what is good.
22 Stay away from every kind of
evil.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

10.  What does God want to happen
inside us? (5:23)

s Now may the God of peace
make you holy in every way and
may your whole spirit and soul
and body be kept blameless
until our Lord Jesus Christ
comes again.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

11. For what reason can we depend
on God? (5:24)

24 God will make this happen,
for he who calls you is

faithful.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

12. What kind of affection did Paul have
for the Thessalonian Christians? (5:26)

26 GGreet all the brothers and
sisters with a sacred kiss.
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EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

13. Who was to hear the contents of
this letter? (5:27)

27 I command you in the name
of the Lord to read this letter to
all the brothers and sisters.
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#14-#26

(See Participant Handout)
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GET IT QUESTIONS

14. How can you show respect

15.

for the elders of your
church?

What can we do to live in

peace with everyone in the
church?
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16.

17.

GET IT QUESTIONS

How can the peace among
people 1n the church be
damaged?

What situations tend to test
your patience?
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18.

19.

GET IT QUESTIONS

What does 1t mean to pray
continually?

What happens when you
pay back evil to a person
who has done wrong to
you?



“Paul’s Final
Instructions for
a Healthy and
Effective

Church”
(1Thessalonians
5:12-28)

GET IT QUESTIONS

20. Why should we give

21.

thanks 1n all circumstances?

What value 1s there in
giving thanks 1n all
circumstances?
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GET IT QUESTIONS

22. How can you remain
joyful when things go
badly?

23. How does prayer relate to
a person’s joy?
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GET IT QUESTIONS

24. How could a person put
out the Spirit’s fire?

25. How can we tell if God 1s
actually at work 1n us?
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GET IT QUESTIONS

26. How can we help or hinder
God’s work within us?
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APPLY IT QUESTIONS

27.

28.

Which of Paul’s short, direct
commands 1n this passage do
you most need to remember
this week?

With whom do you need to
make peace? How can you
start?
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